Feline gastrointestinal surgery: principles and essential techniques.
Gastrointestinal (GI) surgical procedures are performed commonly in cats in general practice for both diagnostic and treatment purposes. It is essential that the surgeon understands and adheres to the principles of GI surgery in order that postoperative morbidity and mortality are kept to a minimum. This review is aimed at feline and general practitioners wanting to update their core skills in GI surgery. It discusses anatomical considerations and surgical principles, and aims to familiarise the surgeon with techniques (some well established, others newer) that will help to promote surgical success. Standard general surgical equipment is required, together with the facilities to provide adequate pre-, intra- and postoperative patient care. The author draws on clinical experience and evidence from the literature, where appropriate, in reviewing the guidance and techniques under discussion.